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Opening Hymn  765     Day by Day 
1  Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,  
Bringing comfort to my anxious soul.  
Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me  
Draw me nearer to my heav’nly goal.  
Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,  
Brings to naught the burdens of my quest;  
Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,  
Where, at last, I’ll find eternal rest.  
 
3  Oh, what joy to know that you are near me  
When my burdens grow too great to bear;  
Oh, what joy to know that you will hear me  
When I come, O Lord, to you in prayer.  
Day by day, no matter what betide me,  
You will hold me ever in your hand.  
Savior, with your presence here to guide me, 
I will reach at last the promised land. 

 
Invocation 
P:  We worship in the name God - the Father, Son + and Holy Spirit. 
C: (spoken)   Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P: Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins 
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly deserved your temporal and 
eternal punishment.  But I am truly sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 
death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 
 
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the place and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
C: (spoken)   Amen. 



Prayer of the Day 
P:  Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us 
both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all 
evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: (spoken)   Amen. 
 
First Lesson  Genesis 28: 10-17 

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he reached a certain place, he 
stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under 
his head and lay down to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the 
earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending 
on it. 13 There above it stood the Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your father 
Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are 
lying. 14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the 
west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you and your offspring. 15 I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, 
and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.”  16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this 
place, and I was not aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This 
is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.” 
 
 
Psalm of the Day        Psalm 73 

 

I am always with you, O LORD;* 

you hold me by my right hand. 

You guide me with your counsel,* 

and afterward you will take me into glory. 

Whom have I in heaven but you?* 

And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

My flesh and my heart may fail,* 

but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 



Second Lesson  Romans 5: 1-11    
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which 
we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory 
in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 
someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved 
from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 
him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved 
through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
Verse of the Day 
Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
 
Gospel Lesson  Mark 8: 31-38 

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed 
and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. 

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, 
Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will 
save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or 
what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he 
comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 
 
 
Hymn of the Day    355    Take the World, but Give Me Jesus 

1  Take the world, but give me Jesus! All its joys are but a name. 
But his love abides forever, Through eternal years the same. 

 Oh, the height and depth of mercy; Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
Oh, the fullness of redemption, Pledge of endless life above! 

 



2  Take the world, but give me Jesus, Sweetest comfort of my soul. 
With the Savior watching o’er me, I can sing, though thunders roll. 
Oh, the height and depth of mercy; Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
Oh, the fullness of redemption, Pledge of endless life above! 

 
3  Take the world, but give me Jesus!  In his cross my trust shall be 
Till with clearer, brighter vision Face to face my Lord I see. 
Oh, the height and depth of mercy; Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
Oh, the fullness of redemption, Pledge of endless life above! 
 

 
Sermon Theme:                    Pastor Cox 

Following Jesus: This Is The Life! 
 
 
The Prayer of the Church  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
C: (spoken)  Amen! 
 
 
Closing Hymn  462   Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

1  Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways To keep his statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do his will! 
 
2  Order my footsteps by your Word, And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, But keep my conscience clear. 
 
3  Assist my soul, too apt to stray, A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e’er forget your way, Restore your wand’ring sheep. 
 
4  Make me to walk in your commands- ’Tis a delightful road- 
Nor let my head or heart or hands Offend against my God. 


